SHAKESPEARE AND
has been on the look-out for this particular kind of 'spurred a':
but with no success. I thought I had found a parallel in the hand
of George Chapman, and I wrote to the Times Literary Supple-
ment to point it out, because I did not think it right that we should
continue to claim as a unique feature what I believed I had
found occurring elsewhere.1 But the more skilled eyes of Sir
Edward Maunde Thompson and of Dr. W. W. Greg could see
that, though it was the closest parallel so far found, ethe parallel,
though striking, is not perfect',2 and further examination shows
that this is the case. el think, therefore', says Dr. Greg, 'that
in its full peculiarity the resemblance between Shakespeare's
signature and D in this instance remains unchallenged and
unparalleled.'
But suppose that an exact parallel should turn up to-morrow
from some unknown source. How great must be the rarity of a
phenomenon, of which only one example is found in fifteen
years, when we consider the number of people engaged upon
examining Elizabethan MSS., many of them on the look-out
for this peculiarity.
Think, for instance, of the amount of writing that may pass
under your eyes in an hour's work at the Record Office, Pro-
fessor Sisson tells me that during six years he spent something
like three thousand hours reading MSS. at the Record Office
and the British Museum, and that he always kept an eye open
for this particular form of 'the spurred a5. He has not found a
single example. Then think of the number of other people who
have also been on the look-out for cthe spurred a' since Sir
Edward Maunde Thompson and Mr. Gilson began the search
about twenty-two years ago. After some nine years, Sir Edward
wrote that the quest seemed to have prospect of a career ad
infinitum. It is a testimony to the acumen of Sir Edward as a
palaeographer that he pitched upon a feature which all further
search has proved to be so highly exceptional.
But, further, it is not merely this odd form of 'the spurred a'
but the combination of cthe spurred a' with two other a\
which constitutes the peculiar link between D and Shakespeare.
1 Times Literary Supplement, xxiv, 1925, p. 557.
s Dr. Greg, ibid., xm, 1927, p. 908. Compare Sir E. M, Thompson, ibid.,
xxiv, 1925, p. 600.
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